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OKRA Bids Farewell to Two Outstanding Board Members 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ hYw! ōƻŀǊŘ ǎŀȅǎ ŦŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀƭƭ-
ǝƳŜ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ LƭŘŀ IŜǊǎƘŜȅ ŀƴŘ DŀǊƳƻƴ {ƳƛǘƘΦ     
 
LƭŘŀ IŜǊǎƘŜȅ 
LƭŘŀ IŜǊǎƘŜȅΣ ƭƻƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ƛǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ 
ǝƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ hYw! ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ƘŜǊ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ŀǘ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀ {ǘŀǘŜ 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜƭȅ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ ǎƘŜ 
Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜŀǊƴŜŘΦ LƭŘŀ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴπ
ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ 
ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƴΦ {ƘŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŀƭǳƳƛƴǳƳ Ŏŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀƊŜǊ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 9ŎƻƭƻƎȅ /ƭǳō ŀǘ ŀƎŜ мн ǿƘƛƭŜ 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ  
 
LƭŘŀ ƛƴƛǝŀƭƭȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ƘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀ ŬǊǎǘƘŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ 
ǿŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻƭƭǳǝƻƴ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻōŜΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ IŜǊǎƘŜȅ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ aΦ{Φ 
ƛƴ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ 
нллм ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ƘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
h{¦ϥǎ ŬǊǎǘ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘπ
ŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǊŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀπ
ǝƻƴǎ ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎΦ   
 
LƭŘŀ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ {ǳǎƛŜ {ƘƛŜƭŘǎ 5ŜǊƛŎƘǎǿŜƛƭŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 
ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ƛƴƅǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ {ǳǎƛŜ ǿƘƻ ŬǊǎǘ ƛƴπ
ǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ hYw! ƛƴ нллуΦ [ƛƪŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ LƭŘŀΣ ōƻǘƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ {ǳǎƛŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŬǊǎǘ-ƘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ 
LƭŘŀ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ άLƭŘŀ IŜǊǎƘŜȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎπ
ǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ L 
ŀƳ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀΦ LƭŘŀ Ƙŀǎ 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴ 
ŜƴǝǊŜ ōƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǿƻǊŘǎΦέ  LƭŘŀ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊπ
ǎƘƛǇ ŎƘŀƛǊΣ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŎƘŀƛǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ 
ŎƘŀƛǊΦ ϦLǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴπ
ƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ hYw! 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŘƻȊŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ ǎƻΣϦ ǎŀƛŘ LƭŘŀΦ 

Ϧ9ŀŎƘ hYw! ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘŜŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ϥƎǊƻǿƴϥ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ LϥƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ƘŜǊŜΦϦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ tŀǧƻƴ 
ŜŎƘƻŜŘ {ǳǎƛŜΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ 
άhYw! ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŬƴŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ LƭŘŀΦ 
{ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ŀ 
ǊŜŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƻΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎπ
ƛƴƎ ǳǎΦέ 
 
Lǘ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ 
ǿƛƭƭ Ƴƛǎǎ LƭŘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 
ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ hYw!Σ hƪƭŀπ
ƘƻƳŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀΦ ¢ǊŀŎƛ tƘƛƭπ
ƭƛǇǎ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅΣ άLƭŘŀ Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪōƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀΣ ƘŜǊ 
ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǊŜŎȅπ
ŎƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛƴƎΦ ! ǾƻƛŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ LƭŘŀΦέ 
²Ŝ ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜƭƭ LƭŘŀ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎΗ  
 
DŀǊƳƻƴ {ƳƛǘƘ 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ DŀǊπ
Ƴƻƴ {ƳƛǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ƛƴ !Řŀ ŀƴŘ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΦ Iƛǎ 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭΣ ȅŜǘ ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƘǳƳōƭŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŜŀǎȅƎƻƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ 
ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎƛǩƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƘƛƳΦ YŀǊŀ .ŜǊǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŎƪŀǎŀǿ bŀǝƻƴ ŜŎƘƻŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ DŀǊƳƻƴΩǎ ƛƳπ
ǇŀŎǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΣ άDŀǊƳƻƴ {ƳƛǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ 

Ilda at the Recycling Avengers 2018 
conference.  One of the many that she 

spearheaded. 

By Shavara Johnson 
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ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƘŀǳƭŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŎǳǊōǎƛŘŜ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎΦ DŀǊƳƻƴ ŀŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ 
ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ !w/ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǎǇŜŀǊƘŜŀŘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴπ
ŀƭ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΦ IŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŘπ
ǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ !ŘŀΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴǝǊŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ 
ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀΣ DŀǊƳƻƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘΦ  
 
!ǎƛŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
ƻŦ !w/Σ DŀǊƳƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 
ƻŦ hYw! Σ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦƻǊ hYw! 
ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎǝƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ 
ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ hYw!Ωǎ tǊƻŘǳŎǘ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ 
/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƘƻǇŜǎ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴπ
ƳŜƴǘΦ άDŀǊƳƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ ŎƛǾƛŎ 

ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 
ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ŀǎǎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜΣέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ 5ƻǳƎ 
²ŜƛǊƛŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ŘŀΣ ά IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭ 
ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ōƻǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нт ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƘƛƳΦέ hYw! 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ DŀǊƳƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛπ
ŎŀǝƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ пл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ 
ŜũƻǊǘǎΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ   
 
LƭŘŀ ŀƴŘ DŀǊƳƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ hYw! 
ōƻŀǊŘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘΗ   

ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ŘŀΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ 
ŦƻǊŎŜ ƛƴ ƎŜǩƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 
ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜǧŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴ-ǘƘŜ-ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜǘ 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ IŜ ƛǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ōƛƎ ǎƘƻŜǎ ǘƻ ŬƭƭΦέ 
 
DŀǊƳƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛπ
ǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ Ƙƛǎ aΦ{Φ ŘŜπ
ƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ !ƴŀƭȅǝŎŀƭ /ƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ 
ƛƴ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
bƻǊǘƘ ¢ŜȄŀǎΦ Iƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƭŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
!Řŀ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ 
!ƎŜƴŎȅ ό9t!ύ ŀǎ ŀƴ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ !ƴŀƭȅǝŎŀƭ 
/ƘŜƳƛǎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ 
ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻƛƭΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DŀǊƳƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ !Řŀ 
ƘŜƭŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŜπ
ƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƻƻƭǎΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ Lƴ мффлΣ DŀǊπ
Ƴƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀō ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ !Řŀ ŎƻƳƳǳπ
ƴƛǘȅ ƻƴ 9ŀǊǘƘ 5ŀȅΩǎ нлǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ōȅ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ 
ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎŎŀƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ !Řŀ wŜŎȅπ
ŎƭƛƴƎ /ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴ ό!w/ύΦ   
 
¢ƘŜ !w/Ωǎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ 
ƻŦ !Řŀ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭπ
ŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝƻƴ 

Garmon and wife, Nancy, tour-
ing Ardaugh glass plant at 2019 
Okla.  Recycling Conference 

OKRA Welcomes a New President for 2021 

Keima Kona Borsuah serves as Assistant Extension 
Specialist for the Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice (OCES) Solid Waste Program. She uses applied re-
search to prepare solid waste educational materials for 
rural and underserved communities. She also represents 
OCES Solid Waste program on state and regional com-
mittees that derive rural waste policy. Keimaôs passion 
for environmental sustainability began back in her home 
country of Sierra Leone (West Africa) where she ob-
served the environmental issues prevalent there, espe-
cially water quality and waste management. Keima has 
always wanted to be part of the solution to fixing envi-
ronmental problems and ensuring environmental sustain-
ability. She began pursuing her current career in environ-
mental sciences by earning undergraduate and graduate 
degrees from Oklahoma State University in the field of 
Environmental Sustainability.  
 
In January 2018, Keima joined the OKRA following her 
employment with the OCES Solid Waste Program. She 
served OKRA as an Advisory Council member for a year 
and assisted the advocacy work group with reaching out 
to legislators on Non-profit day at the Oklahoma State 

Capitol. In 2019, Keima became one 
of the Board of Directors for OKRA 
where she assisted with advocacy, 
decision making, managing the or-
ganizationôs Facebook page, and 
doing educational Facebook live ses-
sions that feature organizations and 
individuals who are making a differ-
ence in the recycling world. In No-
vember 2020, Keima was voted for 
by the Board as the President of the 
organization and took office in Janu-
ary 2021 for a 2-year term. Keima is 
excited for her new role as the President of the organiza-
tion. She looks forward to working with her executive com-
mittee, board, staff and workgroups to improve recycling 
education, boost membership, and expand the network of 
the organization. When she isnôt out saving the world, you 
can find her spending time with family, friends, and most 
of all, she enjoys running after her little girl. Additionally, 
she enjoys doing home workouts, taking walks, reading, 
and visiting lakes.     



Natalie Evans is a part of the City of Edmond team, serving as a Management Ana-
lyst within the City Manager's Office. In this role, she manages projects and programs, and has 
the pleasure of serving the Edmond community. In addition to her work responsibilities, she 
also serves on the City of Edmond Sustainability Committee, composed of members of staff 
passionate about environmental stewardship. Natalie is a very active volunteer, serving Scis-
sortail Park, the Edmond Fine Arts Institute, and other community organizations. When she 
isnôt volunteering you can find her gardening, cleaning up trash, and viewing public art. She 
has always had a love and appreciation for natural environments, beginning with her upbring-
ing in a rural farming community in northwest Oklahoma. Natalie experienced a renewed love 
for environmental stewardship, community revitalization, and nonprofits that complete this 
during her previous work as the Projects Coordinator for Keep Oklahoma Beautiful. As a new 
OKRA board member, Natalie hopes to inspire others with her passion for nature, the environ-
ment, and love for local government operations, while connecting more of our fellow Oklaho-
mans to OKRA, its mission, and its great network. One thing that many may not know about 
Natalie is that in fifth grade, she won the school talent show for playing the trumpet while hula 
hooping!  

 
Eric Pollard is the Air Quality & Clean Cities Coordinator at the Association of Central 
Oklahoma Governments (ACOG).  In his role, he works to advance clean transportation and 
emissions reduction strategies in Central Oklahoma. He believes that there are many good ex-
amples of how the ñreduce, reuse, recycle,ò mantra is leading to major positive impacts in our 
communities. Ericôs passion for sustainability comes from the enjoyment he finds in being in 
nature with friends and family, which allows him to better understand the impacts of his con-
sumption and seeing the power of collective action. In his new role as an OKRA board member, 
he hopes to learn from OKRA members on how he can better serve our communities and work 
with others to foster innovative approaches to environmental challenges. One fun fact about 
Eric that so fittingly ties back to his passion for sustainability is that he actually met his wife do-
ing gameday recycling at the University of Oklahoma! 
  
 
 

Bret Scovill is beginning his 37th year in the Solid Waste Industry and is currently 
the Solid Waste Manager for the City of Norman. Bretôs belief is that the less we put in the 
landfill, the more we save and that our primary focus is to reduce solid waste volume. Accord-
ing to Bret, ñgood custodians of the environment have good purchasing habits. We reduce 
best, those things that don't recycle or compost, by not purchasing them to begin with.ò  For 
Bret he attributes his desire for better recycling efforts to spending time on the working face of 
a Subtitle D landfill. As a new OKRA board member, it is his hope that this opportunity allows 
for him to increase his network of vendor membership, which will allow for better purchasing 
options for collection and processing equipment thus improving recycle production in Norman.  
One fun fact about Bret that many donôt know is that when heôs not managing the Solid Waste 
for the City of Norman, you can find him showcasing his photographs in the Norman art gallery 
in an extended exhibition of his work as a photographer! 

 
 
Michael Barton is the Chief Operating Officer for CDR Global Inc. He works to refur-
bish and resell electronic equipment for reuse, while recycling any non-functioning gear. Michaelôs 
passion for the environment was ignited during the early days of working for CDR Global Inc, 
where he realized the lack of attention he was giving to the decline on our environment. His role 
allowed him to see that if each of us does a little to be more sustainable that it could make a 
huge impact. Michaelôs hope as a new OKRA board member is to bring some fresh ideas as an 
outsider, while encouraging OKRA to continue tackling the issues Oklahomans face within the re-
cycling industry. When Michael isnôt working, you can find him taking a jog around the city with 
his mind on the cookies he intends to eat after! 
 

Meet our New OKRA Board Members for  2021 

Earth Day 2021 

òRestore Our Earthó 
The first Earth Day in 1970 marked the beginning of the Envi-
ronmental Movement.  Now, over 1 billion people around the 
world participate in Earth Day activities each year.  This year 
the Biden Administration is hosting a global climate summit on 
April 22, 2021 (Earth Day).  For ideas on Earth Day events and 
activities as well as tips for helping the earth everyday, see 
earthday.org.  OKRA NEWS Mar 2021 - Page 3 

Welcome to the Board! 


