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(Oklahoma City) May 21, 2009 – 
Transition Town OKC was re-
cently named the 27th Transition 
Initiative in America. This recog-
nition was given by Transition 
US, a nonprofit organization that 
provides inspiration, support, 
training, and networking for Tran-
sition Initiatives across the coun-
try.  

The mission of Transition Town 
OKC (TTOKC) is to help Oklahoma City transition from foreign 
oil dependence to local resilience, energy security and sustain-
ability.  

“Working together, we can strengthen our local economy, sup-
port our local farmers, and develop renewable sources of en-
ergy,” said Shauna Struby, TTOKC co-chair and president of 
Sustainable OKC. “We aim to bring information and resources 
together in one place about groups and organizations already 
working toward making OKC more sustainable and resilient.” 

TTOKC does not plan to launch any projects that overlap or 
duplicate work already being done by other sustainability and 
environmental groups. Rather it aims to help connect citizens 
and the general public with such groups and resources as they 
journey on the road to energy transition. 

“Oklahoma City is a special place, with a unique geography, 
natural resources, demographics, ideals, and history,” said 
Christine Patton, TTOKC co-chair. “What works for other cities 

may or may not work for us - we 
need to design our own path to 
energy security and local resil-
ience. Transition Town OKC 
aims to act as a catalyst for our 
community to explore solutions 
to the energy challenges we 
face.” 

Similar to how communities pre-
pare for severe weather or other 
emergencies, TTOKC will serve 

as a vehicle to empower communities to plan for changes 
associated with transitioning away from fossil-fuel depend-
ency. The Transition Town model engages directly with the 
public to raise awareness about key issues, and encourages 
citizens to create a vision and actionable plan for a better 
future.  

According to Transition US, the toughest challenges facing us 
all are those posed by the current economic crisis coupled 
with impending fossil fuel decline and climate change. The 
main goals of the Transition Movement are to increase com-
munity resilience by developing energy security, strengthen-
ing local economies, producing food locally, building self suffi-
ciency, improving environmental conditions and increasing 
social equity. 

Transition Town OKC is a project of Sustainable OKC. Details 
about this group and its network of resources can be found at 
www.goinglocalokc.com.           By Lindsay Vidrine  
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While former instructions told us to throw the 
caps away before recycling, the new rules say to 

keep them on.    
Photo from transfigurationpittsford.org      
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by Kathy Moore 
Oklahoma Composting Council & Anichini – Moore Ranch & 
Farm (written at the request of Keep Oklahoma Beautiful)  
 
For additional resources see: Backyard Composting in Okla-
homa; www.jgpress.com/biocycle; www.compostingcouncil ; and 
anichinimoore@hotmail.com (Oklahoma Council) 

This type of plastic is lightweight, yet dura-
ble and can withstand high temperatures, 

moisture and oil.                                     
Photo: Dustbowl.wordpress.com  
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www.energystar.gov/recycle to find recycling options and learn 
about rebates and special deals in your area. 
When you go searching for a new unit, be sure to look for the 
blue ENERGY STAR label. Every major appliance manufacturer 
sells ENERGY STAR qualified clothes washers, which are 40 
percent more energy and water efficient than the minimum fed-
eral energy standard. That means that purchasing an ENERGY 
STAR qualified model over a conventional model will save you 
an average of $50 a year on your utility bills. Over the life of 
your new washer, you'll save enough money to pay for the 
matching dryer. 
 
Other plusses: new ENERGY STAR qualified clothes washers 
are easier on your clothes, have larger capacities, and use less 
detergent than their conventional counterparts. Perhaps best of 
all, ENERGY STAR qualified clothes washers use less energy, 
helping us reduce our contribution to global climate change. By 
reducing water consumption, they also help protect our lakes, 
streams, and oceans. 
 
To get the best performance from your machine, use the recom-
mended amount of high-efficiency laundry detergent. For the 
greatest energy savings, fill the washer to capacity and use cold 
water whenever you can. 
 
ENERGY STAR is a government-backed pro-
gram that helps individuals and businesses 
save energy and protect the environment 
through superior energy efficiency. Learn more 
at www.energystar.gov. 

Has your clothes washer been around for years? You've had it 
so long, it sounds like a marching band when it runs? 
 
There's no better time than the present to 
recycle your time-worn clothes washer. If 
your washer is more than 10 years old, 
you're paying about $145 more each year 
on your utility bill than you would if you 
owned a new, ENERGY STAR qualified 
model. You're also wasting 30 gallons of 
water per load of laundry--equivalent to 
almost two times the amount of water 
used in an average shower. 
 
ENERGY STAR Make a Clean Change 
Campaign encourages consumers to recy-
cle their old, inefficient clothes washer, and when needed, re-
place them with new models bearing the ENERGY STAR label. 
Led by the U.S. Department of Energy, the campaign aims to 
help our country save energy, save money, and protect the en-
vironment. 
 
In addition to the immediate energy and water savings from 
unplugging your old unit, some utilities, cities, and counties are 
paying consumers to get their old washers off the grid, and to 
properly recycle the steel and other materials they contain. You 
may also be able to take advantage of rebates on new energy-
efficient appliances in the coming months, thanks to federal 
stimulus funds. Visit the ENERGY STAR Make a Clean 
Change: Recycle Your Old Clothes Washer Campaign at 
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With the world's largest recy-
cling facility in Beijing, recycling 
is "second nature" in China. 
Photo: Samrecovery.com 

�

The village of Dharavi in the heart of Mumbai 
is also a recycling emporium. The majority of 
the one million plus inhabitants gathering 
waste from all over the city, transforming old, 
used and unwanted trash into new products. 
Photo: Daylife.com 
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Memorandum of May 5, 2009 
 

Biofuels And Rural Economic Development 
 
Memorandum for the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
Energy, [and] the Administrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency 
 
In the Nation's ongoing efforts to achieve energy independence, 
biomass and biofuels promise to play a key role by providing the 
Nation with homegrown sustainable energy options and energiz-
ing our economy  with new industries and jobs. While producing 
clean renewable fuels locally is a powerful engine of economic 
growth, they must be developed and used in a way that limits 
environmental impact. Today, the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) is issuing a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, as 
required by the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007, 
to set new national renewable fuel standards and implement 
those standards. The public will have an opportunity to provide 
input on this proposal through a 60-day comment period, and the 
EPA is conducting peer reviews on key aspects of the environ-
mental impact assessments within the proposal. 
 
In order to shepherd our Nation's develop-
ment of this important industry and to coordi-
nate interagency policy, I hereby establish a 
Biofuels Interagency Working Group 
(Working Group), to be co-chaired by the 
Secretaries of Agriculture and Energy and 
the Administrator of the EPA. This Working 
Group will coordinate with the National Sci-
ence and Technology Council's Biomass 
Research and Development Board in under-
taking its work. The responsibilities of the Working Group shall 
include: 
 
(a) Developing the Nation's first comprehensive biofuel market 
development program, which shall use existing authorities and 
identify new policies to support the development of next-
generation biofuels, increase flexible fuel vehicle use, and assist 
in retail marketing efforts; 
 
(b) Coordinating infrastructure policies affecting the supply, se-
cure transport, and distribution of biofuels; and 
 
(c) Identifying new policy options to promote the environmental 
sustainability of biofuels feedstock production, taking into consid-
eration land use, habitat conservation, crop management prac-
tices, water efficiency and water quality, as well as lifecycle  
assessments of greenhouse gas emissions 
 
Alongside the Working Group's efforts, the Secretary of Agricul-
ture may pursue other important biofuel development efforts. The 
Rural Development Act of 1972 and the Rural Development Pol-
icy Act of 1980 direct the Secretary of Agriculture to develop, in 
coordination with State and local governments, a nationwide 
rural development program to assure rural America's health and 

prosperity. In keeping with that 
mandate, and recognizing the 
key role rural America will play in 
the development of biofuel tech-
nology and development, I re-
quest that the Secretary of Agri-
culture take the following steps, 
to the extent permitted by law:  
 
(a) mmediately begin restructur-
ing existing investments in re-
newable fuels as needed to pre-
serve industry employment; and 
 
(b) Develop a comprehensive approach to accelerating the 
investment in and production of  American biofuels and re-
ducing our dependence on fossil  fuels by providing, within 30 
days, under the authorities made available in the Food, Con-
servat ion, and Energy Act of 2008: 
 
(i) Loan guarantees for the development, construction, and 
retrofitting of commercial-scale biorefineries and grants to 
help pay for the development and construction costs of dem-
onstration-scale biorefineries; 
 
(ii) Expedited funding to encourage biorefineries to replace 
the use of fossil fuels in plant operations by installing new 
biomass energy systems or producing new energy from re-

newable biomass; 
 
(iii) Expedited funding to biofuels pro-
ducers to encourage production of next-
generation biofuels from cellulosic bio-
mass and other feedstocks; 
 
(iv) Expansion of the Renewable En-
ergy Systems and Energy Efficiency 
Improvements Program, which has 

been renamed the Rural Energy for America Program, to 
include hydroelectric source technologies, energy audits, and 
higher loan guarantee limits; and 
 
(v) Guidance and support for collection, harvest, storage, and 
transportation assistance for eligible materials for use in bio-
mass conversion facilities. 
 
This memorandum is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at 
law or in equity by any party against the United States, its 
departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or 
agents, or any other person. 
 
The Secretary of Agriculture is hereby authorized and di-
rected to publish this memorandum in the Federal Register. 
 
                    (Presidential Sig.) 
 
                THE WHITE HOUSE, 
               Washington, May 5, 2009 
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