&"

%

4001*

a"
7
5* 4006

400/

%

$
|
$
|
%
, & $
o ' % " 0! (
$ ¥ !
)
|
)

! +
o

!
*

/012 304 1456




H4 *
$ "% * @ 7 +
@ *
" $ * *
H4 @ $
$
=3 $ This viewer in St. Paul , MN watched
. g the inauguration of President Obama
150 on an analog TV that pulled the signal
# from the air with antenna known as .
rabbit ears. (photo by Sarah Deer) $
© 7
$ g
$
+$% 53
| $ , 51* 878 7 '
% $ 4,0
@ $
@ $
* *
* ¥ Jg78
$#8 F1 i -
D * 13 & *] *
$ 878 J $
$ % *
* S $
A
5H A J
|
T 878 #
1F " A $ ;00
2 $ 4055
% % +*A 8# * 54/ & $ "
$
2 A ? * *
5: A * #
& * 2 7
$ *: *8 *8 *8
$ $ 8
? 7% $ !

#$ % &) N &



7
7 D $
$ 7
* 9
" * *
$
+ > * "
8 B $
+

. http://www.ens-newswire.com

Editors Note: On Wednesday, February 11, 2009, Pr esident Obama signed the legislation delaying the m
y 17 to June 12, 2009. Although this delay makes s
(concerning electronics recycling) is still valid.

version from analog to digital signals from Februar
this article outdated, the primary article content

andatory con-
ome of the info in
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The drop-off recycling facility in Stillwater, Oklahoma is ex-
tremely popular. Operating Monday — Friday from 7:00 a.m.

Now, the facility averages around 170 people per day. Accord-
ing to Site Manager Jimmy Dileonardo, “Many people like to

until 6:00 p.m. and on Satur-
day from 8:00 a.m. until noon,
the City of Stillwater Recycling
Facility has been operational
since April of 2008. The
OKRA Executive Board took a
tour on February 12, 2009 and
was extremely impressed by

come during their lunch hour. We also see quite a few
college kids recycling too.” The City of Stillwater has
entered into partnership with EMPower (formerly the
Sheltered Workshop of Payne County) who provide the
personnel to greet and assist the citizens utilizing the
recycling facility. Jimmy says that the staff from EM-
Power take great pride in their job and generally love

coming to work. In

what they saw. Recycling in
Stillwater is as easy as driving

addition to prevent-
ing cross contami-

on to the site and unloading
the items you brought. Upon arrival, customers are as-
sisted by staff on what to do. The site has the capability
of handling (13) roll-off containers placed for collection. In
addition to the common recyclables collected, the City of

Stillwater also col-
lects e-waste, yard
waste, construction
waste, household
hazardous waste,

nation, the workers
talk to the people
who come about
how to recycle. ‘It
is neat to see how
the recyclers have
become friends
with the workers
and even bring
them little gifts.”

and bulky items
(such as mat-
tresses and furni-
ture).

“It wasn’'t always

this clean and easy,” said David Higgins, operations manager
for the Stillwater Public Works Department. He said that num-
ber one complaint of their program was cross contaminations of
the recyclables. “When we realized that what we had in place
just wasn’t working well, we sat down and brainstormed about
how we could fix the problem. Our solution was to staff the
site.”

The OKRA Board was extremely impressed with the cleanliness
and efficiency of the facility. According to Board Member Gar-
mon Smith, “We commend the people who have made recycling
a reality in the City of Stillwater and hope that citizens will take
advantage of this excellent facility. “ Representing OKRA on the
tour was: llda Hershey, Trudi Logan, Sarah Kimball, Garmon
Smith, Traci Phillips, Kole Kennedy, Michael Patton and Ellen
Bussert.

For more information on the City of Stillwater Recycling Facility
go to: http://stillwater.org/publicworks/waste.php
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The Oklahoma Green Schools Committee hopes to unveil the
entire Oklahoma Green Schools program within a couple of
months, but this article provides a brief overview of the three

levels that will be available for school assistance. You may
start on any level (outlined below), or you may start at level one
and work your way up. The Oklahoma Green School certifica-
tion process and how your work will be rewarded is yet undeter-
mined.

A 2006 study sponsored by the American Federation of Teach-
ers and USGBC found that building green could save a typical
school about $100,000 annually in energy costs, enough to
offset the average 2% premium cost of state-of-the-art building
materials within a year. "Green" or "sustainable" buildings use
key resources like energy, water, materials, and land much
more efficiently than buildings that are simply built to minimum
codes. They also create healthier work, learning, and living en-
vironments, with more natural light and cleaner air, and contrib-
ute to improved employee and student health, comfort, and
productivity. Sustainable buildings are cost-effective, saving
taxpayer dollars by reducing operations and maintenance costs
and lowering utility bills. In case your school is anxious to get
started, | will send via email (or

CD) additional resources besides the study mentioned above.

If interested in keeping up with Oklahoma Green Schools fund-
ing and resource opportunities, sign-up for the Green Schools
list server here: http://www.oksustainability.org/form-

greenlist.php

LEVEL ONE: First Steps

This level includes free educator training
and materials from Project Learning Tree,
design assistance for green school re-
lated service learning projects, and oppor-
tunities for low level funding of green pro-
jects.

Coordinators

Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (lead on
school greening efforts) Contact - Susie Shields
(Sustainability Educator): Susie.shields@deq.ok.gov /
405.702.5166

Oklahoma Forestry Services (lead on educator training &

green school related service learning projects) Contact -
Christina Stallings Roberson (Project Learning Tree Coor-

dinator): christina.stallings@oda. state.ok.us /
405.227.8858

Resources (currently available - many

more will soon be listed on our forthcom-

ing website)
PLT GreenWorks!Grants:
www.plt.org/cms/
pages/21 22 18.html
DEQ EE License Tag Grants (2009 application period not
open yet - green school projects will be added as a cate-
gory): http://www.deq.state.ok.us/pubs/Ipd/eegrant08.pdf

DEQ and Sierra Club have committed low-level funding for
small projects, but details are yet to be determined.

PLT will also provide a variety of school audit forms later
this year.

LEVEL TWO: Major Renovation
This level focuses primarily on major energy retrofits in school
buildings.

Coordinator: Oklahoma Department of Commerce State En-
ergy Office Contact - Carolyn Sullivan: Caro-
lyn_Sullivan@odoc.state.ok.us /405.815.5347

Resources (now available)

State Energy Office Energy Loan Fund (ELF) low-interest

loans (repay from energy cost savings):

http://staging.okcommerce.gov/testl/dmdocuments/Energy
Loan Fund for Schools Guidance and Applica-

tion 251007225100.docE

Energy rebate program of $2 per lamp to convert from T-12
to T-8 or T-5 bulbs. Contact - Donney Dorton: dor-

tondr@oge.com

LEVEL THREE: LEED for Schools
This level assists school interested in achieving LEED certifica-
tion for new and/or renovated schools.

Coordinator: _Oklahoma Chapter of the U.S. Green Building
Council Contact - Jeff Wegener: JWegener@Iwpb.com

Resources
USGBC Green Schools: www.buildgreenschools.org
The Collaborative for High Performance Schools:
www.chps.net

National Clearinghouse for Education Facilities:
www.edfacilities.org
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On October 30, 2008, the DEQ hosted a community recycling
seminar for municipalities, recyclers and interested citizens.

The seminar provided valuable information on recycling ser-
vices and programs designed to help get cities start up a recy-
cling operation or expand current recycling programs.

The program included Michael Patton, Executive Director of the
Metropolitan Environmental Trust (M.e.t.) in Tulsa who dis-
cussed available markets in Oklahoma and the current down-
turn in prices. Garold Beasly, Greenstar NA, spoke on the op-
erations of single-stream recycling. Traci Philips, President of
Natural Evolution, spoke on e-waste problems and solutions.
Gail Ederer, Executive Director for Keep Oklahoma Beautiful,
presented information from their recently completed “New Com-

(Below) Seminar attendees look on while Chris Day

describes the City of Plano’s recycling and compost

munity Improvement Guide”. Ande Reed, Greenstar NA and
Michael Patton spoke on education and promotional ideas for
recycling programs. Chris Day, Commercial Recycling Man-
ager for the City of Plano spoke on Plano’s recycling and com-
posting programs.

Luncheon speaker was Marilyn May, Environmental Co-op,
Kaufman County, Texas. Marilyn spoke on many aspects of
recycling including single stream recycling, office recycling, con-
struction and demolition recycling and organic waste recycling.

The seminar concluded with an interactive workshop led by
Fenton Rood (DEQ) and Traci Phillips, based on the new Com-
munity Recycling Toolkit. Participants were well pleased with
the seminar and look forward to similar events in the future.

ing programs
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March 9-11 EPA Region 6 Sustainable Skylines  Conference, Dallas http://www.epa.gov/sustainableskylines/

March 17 Green Drinks for St. Patrick’s Day ( 5:30-7:30 p.m.), Trattoria il Centro, Main & Walker , Oklahoma
City (Hosted by Sustainable OKC): http://www.sustai  nableokc.org/

March 20-21  “Sustainability: A New Declaration  of Independence,” OSN 2009 Conference, UCO Nigh Uni  ver-
sity Center, Edmond: www.oksustainability.org

March 26 E.O. Wilson, legendary biologist an  d Pulitzer Prize winner, 7:30pm, University of Scie  nce & Arts,
Chickasha: http://www.usao.edu/

March 30-31 CLE Oklahoma Water Law Seminar, Ren aissance Hotel, Oklahoma City:
http://www.cle.com/product.php?proid=1077&page=0kla homa Water Law

April 1 Green Building - Low Impact Developmen t Conference, Home Builders Association of Greater
Tulsa, 11545 E 43rd St  http://www.tulsacountyconservationdistrict.org/rmch rochure2009.pdf

April 9 OKRA Board Meeting, White Owl Café, T ulsa (11:00 a.m.)

April 18-25 Use Less Stuff Week (- Proclaimed annually by Governor Brad Henry since ev  eryone can Use
Less Stuff to honor Earth Day.) Contact: Susie.shields@deqg.ok.gov
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April 18 Statewide Trash-Off - To Register for  the ODOT Trash Off
call 405-521-4037 http://www.okladot.state.ok.us/beauty/trashoff/idea s.htm

April 18 Rethink: Recycle: Redesign Art Show, IA O Gallery, 811 N.
Broadway, Oklahoma City (7:00-11:00 p.m.):  http://www.rethinkrecycleredesign.org/

April 19 Little River Zoo “Kids For Kindness” Ear
Reaves Park, Norman. Contact Lil Kenney, (405) 366- 7229

April 22
contact: Dr. David Bass, (405) 974-5772 or dbass@ucok.edu

April 22 Earth Day at OSU, Stillwater, library |  awn, Watch for details online at:

www.orgs.okstate.edu/ecoosu/

th Day Festival scheduled for from noon-6:00 p.m.,

Earth Day at UCO, Edmond (10:00am-3:00 p.m.) around Broncho Lake north of student union,
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