[image: image1.jpg]@  NATIONAL

RECYCLING
’. COALITION
” 2 inc.

O
g’




THE VALUE OF RECYCLING IN A CARBON-CONSTRAINED WORLD

Emissions into the atmosphere of carbon dioxide (C02), methane (CH4) and other gases that result from human activity are contributing to global warming.  These emissions are the result not only of burning fossil fuels to generate electricity and to power motor vehicles, but also occur during the extraction and refining of raw materials to make products, the manufacture and distribution of those products, and the management of post-consumer and post-industrial wastes from the use of those products.  There is energy, resource, and environmental cost – and a carbon cost – for everything we buy, use, and discard.

By recovering valuable materials from our waste steam – aluminum, steel, plastic, paper, glass, compost, and many more – recycling substantially reduces the carbon emissions associated with raw material extraction and product manufacture, avoids the emissions associated with landfilling or combusting carbon-based wastes, and conserves our natural resources for future generations.

Consider these facts on the carbon value of recycling:

EPA estimates that current US recycling of municipal solid waste avoids the emissions equivalent to 180 million tons of carbon dioxide, or about 2.5% of our total US emissions.

Recycled aluminum saves 95% of the energy cost of producing aluminum from raw materials.

The plastic from a recycled beverage container can be re-used scores of times, avoiding the greenhouse gas emissions associated with combusting plastic wastes and eliminating the need to extract petroleum to make another plastic bottle.  The carbon in the recycled plastic bottle is continually sequestered and reused rather than wasted in a landfill.

Last year the amount of saved energy from recycling was equivalent to:
· 41 million automobiles from the road

· 252 million barrels of oil or 11.7 billion gallons of gasoline

· Energy consumption of 7.7 million households

What To Do
Recycling can be part of the solution to climate change. We need to increase the volumes and types of materials we divert from disposal in order to realize the environmental, resource conservation, and climate change benefits.
The keys to increasing recycling are public education and investment in infrastructure.  Communities and industries need incentives to modernize and upgrade recycling systems.   Climate change legislation provides a singular opportunity to do so using the mechanisms of emissions allowances, offsets, and trading.

Climate change legislation should include specific financial incentives for increasing recycling volumes across the nation:

· For cap-and-trade programs, the GHG emissions reductions associated with incremental increases in recycling volumes and expansion of material types should be available as offsets for emissions allowance holders.   Communities and industries that increase recycling volumes from established baselines should be able to participate in market-based trading programs.
· If funds are available from emission allowance auctions, carbon-based taxes, or other appropriations, a portion of funds should be dedicated to investment in recycling infrastructure and public education on recycling.
· Tax and other incentives should be made available to materials and product manufacturers and to recycling service providers to stimulate use of and sustain market demand for recyclable materials.
