
The Oklahoma Deposit Beverage Container Recycling 
ōƛƭƭ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
look promising for passage this legislative ses-
sion.  The sponsors will be trying again next 
year and OKRA supports this effort. 
 
We have many things in our favor next year to 
ōŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘΦ CƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
full year to prepare and continue to take posi-
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adaptable to travel on sidewalks be-
tween buildings.  
 

The car, which has been assigned for 
use on short - trip 
mail service and as 
a back -up shuttle 
for employees be-
tween state build-

ings, will help 
OKDHS save on fuel 
costs and avoid 
parking problems on 
short delivery trips.  
 

Other facts about the electric car:  
 
*  It is equipped with a heater, wind-
shield wipers, headlights, turn sig-
nals, and seatbelts and has a storage 
bin in the back;  

*  It plugs into a 220V outlet over-
night;  
*  It costs approximately 5 cents per 
hour to charge;  

Oklahoma Department of Human Services  

Continues Move Toward Being 'Green'  

Oct. 28, 2009  
 
In its continuing effort to become 

more eco - friendly and cost -
conscious, the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Human Services received 
its first electric car from the Okla-
homa Department of Central Ser-
vices today.  

 
ñThis is a no cost way for the 
agency to try out a brand new, 
green, innovative form of transpor-
tation,ò said Paula Hearn, chief ad-
ministrative officer for OKDHS.  

 
The 2009 e - ride Industries electric 
EXV4 Coach was acquired by 
OKDHS at no cost.  The 4 -
passenger vehicle, which is powered 
by 9 batteries (72 volts), runs for 

30 -40 miles between charges at a 
maximum speed of 25 mph. It is 
street legal on streets with a maxi-
mum speed limit of 35 mph, and is 

*  It requires filling the batteries 
once a month with distilled water; 
and  

*  It uses 4 regular 14 inch tires.  
 
 Adele Jack, director, 
OKDHS Support Ser-
vices Division, said 
other ways OKDHS is 

making a difference 
are by incorporating 
hybrid cars into its car 
fleet when funds are 

available, replacing light bulbs with 
high efficiency bulbs and installing 

programmable thermostats to con-
serve energy. Future projects in-
clude installing automatic faucets 
and flush valves to conserve water.  
 
For additional information about 

the electric car, contact Brandy 
Winget at DCS (405) 521 -2052, or 
Adele Jack, Support Services Divi-
sion (405) 521 -3095.  
 

ñThis is a no cost way for the 

agency to try out a brand new, 

green, innovative form of 

transportationò 

OKLAHOMA BOTTLE BILL UPDATE 

tive steps forward. We are hopeful that next year 
will have a much different outcome 
 
In the meantime, OKRA is looking for more 
industries in Oklahoma that generate and/or 
will consider utilizing recycled materials, in-
cluding beverage containers, to manufacture 
new products.  If you know of any businesses 
that fit this profile, please send the informa-
tion to info@recycleok.org 

mailto:info@recycleok.org
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   Oklahomans Gather for Recycling Seminar  by Ilda Hershey  

About 135 participants braved 
the cold weather to attend 
ñRecycling through a Recessionò 
on December 8 in Stillwater. 

The full day event was held at 
the ConocoPhillips OSU Alumni 
Center at Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, which proved to be an 
accommodating and comfort-
able meeting site.  
 

One of the most popular semi-
nar sessions was Michael Pat-

tonôs Recycling Market Update & 
Economic Outlook presentation. In this opening session, 
ñRecycle Michael,ò as we like to call him, reviewed recy-
cling commodity pricing over the last two years.  

Michael is executive director of the Metropolitan En-
vironmental Trust (M.e.t.) in Tulsa.  
 
During the recycling operations panel, Michael dis-
cussed how to set up a program while keeping costs 
down in his talk, Recycling in Small Communities. 
The Collinsville Recycling Depot was featured as a 

case study. Michaelôs PowerPoint presentations may 
be viewed on the M.e.t.ôs website: 
www.metrecycle.com/media/presentationsspeeches/  

 
Another well received session was the Oklahoma 
Container Deposit Bill discussion panel, which cov-
ered benefits of the proposed bill to Oklahomaôs 

economy and fielded questions that ranged from the 
billôs effect on community recycling programs to what 
OKRA members can do to support the bill.  
 
Evaluation comments indicated that the seminar was 
ñinformative and educationalò and the networking oppor-

tunities and low registration fees were much appreci-

ated. Several commented 
that the exhibits were very 
informative as well. An as-
tounding 100% of the 45 

survey respondents an-
swered yes to the question: 
ñDid you walk away with the 
information you had hoped 
to receive.ò 
 
Although we were happy to 

hear positive experiences, 
the best survey information 

we received were answers to 
the question, ñWhat topic would you like to see ad-
dressed at a future seminar?ò With over 34 different top-

ics suggested, we 

have our work cut 
out for next time!  
 
Recycling through a 
Recession was 
hosted by the Okla-
homa Recycling As-

sociation and Okla-
homa Cooperative 
Extension Service 

and sponsored by 
the Oklahoma De-
partment of Environ-
mental Quality and 

OGE Energy Corp. 
Busch Systems International provided recycling bins for 
the event. For 2009 speaker and exhibitor contact infor-
mation, download the final program at the Oklahoma 
Events & Activities Section of the OKRA website 
(www.recycleok.org ). Be sure to check back later for 

news about the next seminar .  

OKRA President Traci Phillips at the 2009 Recycling Seminar  

Organics Diversion Panel speakers, Fred 
Rice, Scottie Williams, and Scott Baldridge. 

Coca-Cola, KAB partner in recycling bin grant program  

The Coca Cola Co. and Keep America Beautiful have an-
nounced a new partnership for a recycling bin grant pro-
gram aimed at supporting community recycling.  
Grant recipients receive donated recycling bins and infor-
mation on beginning community recycling programs. The 
bin program is part of a $60 million investment by Coca-
Cola in recycling initiatives in the U.S.  
 
"Our company is committed to designing packages that are 
recyclable and resource efficient," said April Crow, sustain-
able packaging manager for The Coca-Cola Co. "We also 
are focused on ensuring that there are strong end-markets 
for our packages by investing in commercial recycling and 
community collection programs like RecycleBank and the 
Recycling Bin Grant Program. We hope this program will 
encourage communities to expand recycling as we con-
tinue to close the loop for our products as well as other 

valuable recyclables."  
 
 
Grant applications can be submitted at h t t p : / /
bingrant.org through March 12. Eligible grant recipi-
ents include government agencies, civic organiza-
tions, schools and nonprofit groups. Successful ap-
plicants will be notified on or before April 22 .  
 
Since its inception in fall 2007, the Bin Grant program has 
placed more than 5,700 recycling bins in 150 communi-
ties in 48 states and the District of Columbia. Recipients 
have included municipalities, colleges, Native American 
tribes, and community-based NGOs. The National Recy-
cling Coalition previously sponsored the program with 
Coca-Cola. 

Applications are 

due March 12 

http://www.metrecycle.com/media/presentationsspeeches/
http://www.recycleok.org
http://bingrant.org
http://bingrant.org


 
cling in not on making a profit, but simply to encourage re-
cycling in his community.  His goal is to make recycling con-
venient and easy so that individuals that havenõt recycled in 
the past are motivated to recycle.  Jeffrey donates a portion 
of the monthly proceeds from RTR to charity.    
 

In addition to operating RTR, Jeffrey also works at the Saturn 
Grill and is concerned about the inconvenience of restaurant 
recycling.  Recycling centers in Nichols Hills have changed 
locations and are no longer available 24/7.  Jeffrey believes 
that many restaurants that were previously able to recycle 
their plastic and glass bottles after hours are now throwing 
them away.  He would like to see recycling centers with ex-
tended hours and locations that are convenient for area 
businesses.   
 

The Round Trip Recycling service is available for residents of 
Nichols Hills.  If you live in Nichols Hills and are interested in 
the service, please contact Jeffrey Caston at jeffreycas-
ton@hotmail.com. 
 

Jeffrey and Max are two local teens committed to making a 
difference in their community.  Jeffrey plans to continue his 
focus on the environment by studying environmental engi-
neering in college.  Max has plans to meet with the Nichols 
Hills Sustainability Committee to discuss the need for a com-
munity wide curbside recycling program.     

 
 
FYI  from Susie Shields:  Another subscription òhousesideó 
recycling service (City of Nichols Hills will not allow recycling 
bins at the curb) has been underway in Nichols Hills for a 
couple of years now.  Contact: Rahe Oldham at 
orahe@msn.com. 

A new recycling service is available to residents of Nichols 
Hills.  The service, aptly named Round Trip Recycling, is the 
brainchild of Max Federman, a Senior at Heritage Hall High 
School. Max founded Round Trip Recycling (RTR) after he 
learned that Nichols Hills had considered a curbside recycling 
service, but had failed to pass a tax or bond issue to fund the 
program. To address the need for a recycling service, Max 
became the owner/operator of RTR, offering curbside pick up 
and disposal of recyclables.  To generate business, Max began 
educating his neighbors about how easy and beneficial recy-
cling was. Most of his customers were first-time recyclers who 

had not recycled before because they 
thought it took too much time and effort.  
 

Max applied for and received an official li-
cense as a recycling contractor for the City 
of Nichols Hills. He built a website and went 
door to door in order to attract customers.  

Maxõs customers reported that their garbage volume cut in 
half after they started recycling, and they felt good about 
their efforts. The company continued to grow by word of 
mouth and soon Max was able to break even, and eventually 
make a profit.  In late July 2009, Round Trip Recycling re-
ceived many new customers after Max  was featured on a 
local TV news segment entitled "making a difference."  
 

In October 2009, Max sold RTR to a friend, Jeffrey Caston, also 
a Senior at Heritage Hall.  Jeffrey has continued the service, 
and provides weekly pickup of  plastics, glass, cardboard, 
newspaper, and aluminum cans from his customers.  The 
charge for the  service is $15/month.    
 

Like Max, Jeffrey is very committed to making a difference for 
the environment.  His primary focus with Round Trip Recy-

Round Trip Recycling  
                          Local Teens Make Recycling Good Business!        By Trudi Logan 

2009 America Recycles Day PSA Contest Winners Announced 

tStillwater, Perkins-Tryon and Ada High Schools Come Out on Top 

Congratulations to the 2009 winners of OKRAôs 

Public Service Announcement (PSA) Contest. OG&E 

and OKRA sponsored the contest to celebrate 

America Recycles Day, which is November 15 th  

every year. The contest 

was open to students in 

grades 9 -12 and stu-

dents throughout Okla-

homa were encouraged 

to participate.  

The first place winner 

was Stillwater High 

School , with a 30 sec-

ond PSA titled ñBeyond 

the Bin.ò  Second place went to Perkins - Tryon 

High School with a 60 second PSA titled ñLetôs All 

Recycle.ò The third place award goes to Ada 

High School with their PSA titled ñAda High 

School Recycling Awareness.ò OKRA would like to 

thank everyone who submitted PSAs in 2009. 

Look for information about the 2010 PSA Contest 

to be announced later this year .  

This ñTrash 

Artò sculp-

ture was 

spotted at 

Mustang 

Trails Ele-

mentary, 

Mustang 

Oklahoma     
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